
Eucalyptus Inspiration 
As we recover from the impact of 
the Covid pandemic a good source 
of inspiration would be the 
Eucalyptus tree located near the 
playground on Burge Crescent. 

In its prime this magnificent tree 
inspired the image created for the 
Parish Council logo to represent the 
spirit of the village. But this tree also 
fell victim to disease and suffered a 
severe ‘lop down’ to help its 
recovery, many of us wondered 
whether the giant would ever 
recover. 

But as time went on new growth returned and the tree began its slow but 
sure return to its former glory, a true inspiration to us all. 
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PARISH COUNCIL SUPPORT HOME LEARNING 
INITIATIVE 
Earlier this year, Somerset West & Taunton district council offered local 
organisations the chance to bid for money to aid COVID19 recovery 
projects.  This Community Chest fund was giving up to 75% of project 
costs, with a maximum grant of £7500.  The parish council contacted both 
Cotford St Luke Primary School and Kingsmead Community School to find 
out how we could support school children and students from the 
village.  Although home-schooling was coming to an end, it was clear that 
there were some children who had been disadvantaged by not having 
access to IT equipment and the internet during lockdown.   

The head teachers told us that it will take time, equipment, and hard work 
for these students to get back on track.  The parish council therefore made 
an application and was granted £2500 towards this project.  With the 
same amount coming from parish council funds, 15 laptops were 
purchased which will be available at school and for home use by those 
children and young people who need them most.   



NHS Land Sale 
In March four acres of green space at the lower end of Deane Road were 
put up for auction by the NHS. 

The land had one failed planning application and one planning application 
withdrawn in the last 5 years. However, potential developers were 
queuing up to bid for the land. 

The Parish Council resolved to do whatever it could to prevent the land 
from being developed and started a crowdfunding project which raised 
thousands of pounds in donations.   

Even as funds were being raised, the council was working behind the 
scenes to ensure that all options were still open.   

Despite the initial challenges, and with the support of the local 
community, the council worked behind the scenes to ensure the land was 
kept in public ownership. All the effort proved worthwhile when Somerset 
West & Taunton (SWT) district council purchased the land from the NHS 
prior to the auction. 

The main reason for the purchase by SWT was environmental protection 
in terms of water management and to prevent phosphate release from 
the soil. SWT have committed to working with the Parish Council on the 
future care and maintenance of the land. The people of Cotford will, of 
course, be consulted and kept informed of any plans. 

The Parish Council would like to thank the many residents who supported 
our attempts to protect the land for the local community, whether by 
pledging money, offering advice, or simply expressing support, your 
contributions have been invaluable. 

Thank you. 

 



Farmland Footpath Signs 

As villagers, we are truly fortunate to have easy access to a network of 
Rights of Way and footpaths radiating from Cotford – an amenity which 
has been of particular benefit to the well-being of many villagers 
throughout the CoVid pandemic.  

We continue to nurture good relationships with landowners across whose 
fields such paths pass and appreciate the responsible public access which 
they endorse. 

 

With the backing of 
local farmer Richard 
Payne, the Parish 
Council is pleased to 
have been able to 
support the design, 
production, and 
installation of three 
colourful signs which 
offer a few pointers 
regarding the 
country code and 

the direction of paths across his fields where public Rights of Way exist. 

Richard says “Farmers really enjoy seeing responsible use of their 
footpaths, as it is a good way to connect with their customers & 
neighbours - but always remember the paths that you use are their 
livelihood too. Keeping to the marked footpaths also minimises 
disturbance to wildlife, especially to ground nesting birds."



Cotford St Luke Land Management 
There have been significant changes in the ownership and management 
responsibilities of the open land in and around the village. 

Up until recently the bulk of the open spaces, including the flood 
meadows, was retained by the receivers managing the bankruptcy of the 
developer Cofton. When the receiver closed the books on the Cofton case 
the ownership of the land passed to the Crown. 

The Crown Estates have declared no interest in managing the land and the 
costs incurred and so the responsibility has passed to Somerset West and 
Taunton Council (SWT) to resolve. The Parish Council have been working 
with SWT to develop a land management strategy for maintenance work 
such as grass cutting, hedge trimming, culvert clearing, etc. 

In some areas, SWT has withdrawn services that had been provided in the 
past and it now falls to the Parish Council to pick up this work using 
contractors, the cost of which is having to be met out of Parish Council 
funds. 

There are still some areas of work where the management/maintenance 
responsibilities need to be resolved. If you know of any issues that need to 
be brought to our attention, please email the Parish Clerk. 

clerk@cotford-st-luke.org.uk 

 

Grounds Maintenance in the Village  
The village is fortunate to have large areas of grounds with lawns, greens, 
walks and wooded areas. Keeping these areas usable so that they can be 
enjoyed by all requires a large amount of maintenance work.  



The Parish Council carries out some of this work using paid contractors on 
an annual schedule. Other work is undertaken by volunteers and 
residents. Due to the sheer amount of work to be done and the limited 
resources some areas are not maintained as often as they should.  

Some residents carry out maintenance work on open areas near their 
homes and should always remember to show consideration for nesting 
birds in the hedgerows, spring bulbs emerging, etc. 

*Please check with the Parish Council before carrying out any work on 
public areas. 

 Please remember that most of the 
mature trees around the village are 
protected under a Tree Preservation 
Order (TPO) that require any maintenance 
work to be carried out by a professional 
operating within the required regulations. 

 

WEEDS! 
There has been some debate in CSL on the 
process used for the eradication of weeds 
from the gutters and paths of the Village.  The Parish Council has in the 
past used contractors to spray and destroy weeds up to three times a 
year.  One such spray took place in Spring this year, but we have now 
suspended this action pending our search for alternatives. We are trying 
to establish the facts for ourselves so that we may best serve the needs of 
our Village. 

Although an online petition was raised and attracted over 30,000 
signatures worldwide calling for a ban on the use of certain chemicals 
when spraying, there has been relatively little feedback from the residents 



here in the village, just a handful of residents have commented and there 
seems to be roughly a 50/50 split between the ‘dos’ and ‘don’ts’; (the 
same as regards cutting the grass verges or not). 

It is important to realise that we have not undertaken any widespread 
spraying of open spaces, but just ‘spot-spraying’ of clumps of weeds along 
gutters and paths. 

Weed removal is important to prevent eventual damage to roadways and 
paths, and for aesthetic reasons too.  Some methods of weed control do 
not kill the roots of weeds, which allows them to regenerate faster. 

So far, the Parish Council’s options include the following (with some of the 
pros and cons noted): 

1. Spraying with chemical weedkiller.   
This is the cheapest and most effective method. One of the 
ingredients used is Glyphosate, which has caused some 
concern.  There is one school of thought which believes that it 
should never be used in any circumstances, anywhere, and others 
who consider that it is the best option available. For example, the 
European Food Safety Authority, and the European Chemicals 
Agency both state that there is no evidence of carcinogenic risk to 
humans.  However, glyphosate was relicensed for use in the EU 
with the condition that Member States minimise the use in public 
spaces such as parks, public playgrounds, and gardens, none of 
which the Parish Council do.  The United States Environment 
Agency has also concluded that ‘human health risk assessment 
concludes that glyphosate is not likely to be carcinogenic to 
humans and no other meaningful risk to human health if used in 
accordance with the instructions.’   It is worth mentioning though 
that in the USA, Monsanto, the producers of Roundup, which uses 
glyphosate, had a court case brought against them in which the 
jury ruled that the design of Roundup was in fact ‘defective’ and 



that Monsanto had failed to adequately warn users of the 
potential risk of contracting Non-Hodgkin lymphoma from using 
their product. 

2. Hot Foam treatment (‘Foamstream’).  
This has been adopted by some councils in the UK as an 
alternative to spraying. Foamstream is a herbicide-free weed 
control solution which kills unwanted vegetation, including weeds, 
moss and algae, using the application of hot water insulated by a 
biodegradable and organic foam. It is certainly completely 
herbicide-free, but may have unintended consequences, e.g. it 
requires a considerable heat source, such as generated by gas or 
diesel, so increasing greenhouse gas emissions.  There is some 
doubt as to whether it completely kills the weeds down to the 
roots. It is also extremely expensive and completely beyond the 
Parish Council’s ability to purchase. We are, though, in touch with 
a company in Cornwall (the nearest commercial user) who will be 
giving us a demonstration and a quotation. 

3. Mechanised brushing:   
Not considered viable, as it only takes the top off weeds and can 
damage pavements. 

4. Acetic acid:  
Roots are not killed, there is an unpleasant smell, considerable 
waste of packaging, and expensive. 

5. Hand weeding.   
A suggestion was made that we employ a grounds person to take 
care of all the weeds in the village, also the mowing of verges and 
open spaces, plus care and cutting back of hedges etc.  Hand 
weeding only produces short-term results, and the cost of such 
employment, together with all the tools, machinery and 



equipment necessary would be beyond the Parish Council’s 
means. 

The Parish Council has a strong desire to make the correct decisions on 
this, and all matters concerning CSL, and has a strong bias towards being 
as ‘green’ as possible.  With this in mind, we are pursuing the idea, among 
others, of establishing wildflower meadows.  We would appreciate your 
feedback and opinions. 

The Dilemma 
The role of Parish Councillor is voluntary, there is no payment, all the 
councillors give their time and effort to manage the maintenance and 
wellbeing of the community. 

The Parish Council take on responsibility for the management of the 
village environment providing the most practical solutions within the 
limits of the budget available, the enforced regulations and (where 
possible) the protection of the natural habitat. 

There are certain services that the Parish Council are obliged to provide 
such as grass cutting and other aspects of environmental management. 
The Council also considers projects that will enhance village life such as 
recreational facilities. 

Wherever possible the Parish Council tries to get the opinion of the 
villagers, as well as taking advice from experts and professionals wherever 
possible with regard to time, cost, and location. 

If you have an opinion why not air it at one of the Parish Council monthly 
meetings? Or engage with us on social media via our Facebook page.  Or 
better still consider becoming a Parish Councillor yourself next time a 
vacancy arises! 

 



 

 

Here is the QR code for the questionnaire. 

 



Children & Young People (C&YP) 
With the village youth in mind ‘Young Somerset’ were contacted and 
discussions held on how best to reach out to the C&YP of Cotford to find 
out what they want or need in terms of facilities. As a result, Young 
Somerset will arrange some activities in the village over the summer which 
will also provide a forum for their opinions to be heard. 

Young Somerset will also conduct a survey of the young people (ages 8 to 
18) in the village to get their feedback. The survey results will be reviewed 
by the Parish Council and shared with local people through a series of 
planned public engagement events with a view to incorporating the 
results in the upcoming Village Plan. 

Tennis Court 
The tennis court at the Community Centre is available for villagers use and 
recently underwent some rigorous maintenance work to clean up the 
surface and surroundings. 

The surface of the tennis court is not as durable as that used for the 
adjacent MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) and was being damaged through 
misuse by skateboards, scooters and trail bikes. 

In an effort to preserve the surface and delay the significant expense of 
resurfacing the Parish Council decided to control the access to the court 
by putting a padlock on the entrance gate. Tennis players can apply to the 
Parish Clerk to be provided with their own key to the padlock for a 
returnable deposit of £5. 

In this way the court facilities can still be used but not abused. 

 

 



MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) 
The maintenance work also took in the MUGA court, cleaning up the 
surface. 

It has been suggested that both areas would benefit from floodlights to 
allow for evening usage. Following up on this request the Parish Council 
have asked for quotes to provide an appropriate lighting system. 

At the time of going to press only one quotation has been received to 
provide a lighting system at a cost of £30,000. The Council continues to 
seek other quotations. 

Community Centre 
The Community Centre has been undergoing much needed renovations. 
The guttering has been replaced and the outside has been given a facelift 
with a new colour scheme and sign.  

Meanwhile inside, the community hall has had a new acoustic system of 
panels installed to stop sound reverberating. It is hoped that the improved 
acoustics in the hall will encourage more usage for meetings, clubs and 
societies. 

There are plans to improve the internal facilities and décor. 

The large hall used by the badminton club is part of the school complex 
and although this hall is available for community bookings it remains a 
school facility, and bookings are subject to availability. 

An online booking system that shows availability of the halls and allows 
bookings to be made and paid for online will be available on the parish 
council website soon. 

 



Community Association 
The management of the Community Centre facility is carried out by the 
Cotford St Luke Community Association that operates independently as a 
sub-committee of the Parish Council.  

The Association is always looking to recruit new members, to bring fresh 
ideas and develop the centre as an effective Community Resource. 

If you think that you can contribute you would be welcome to attend any 
of our meetings. Details are available on the parish council website. 

 

Parish Plan Steering Group 

The Parish Council are currently looking into whether the Parish of Cotford 
St Luke should have a Parish Plan. A Parish Plan is a community led 
document that sets out a vision for how the community wants to develop 
and it identifies the action needed to achieve it. It is a statement of how the 
community sees itself developing over the next few years. It should:  

 reflect the views of all sections of the community.  

 identify which features and local characteristics people value. 

 identify local problems and opportunities.  

 spell out how residents want the community to develop in the 
future.  

 prepare a plan of action to achieve this vision. 

We are looking to gain the views of everyone who lives, works, or plays 
some part in the community and everyone who has an impact on what goes 
on in the community as to whether this is a project that the community 
would like to pursue. It is important that everyone in the parish should be 



given an opportunity to contribute their views and we are going to have an 
event in the summer to ascertain whether this is a project to take forward.  

If there is general consensus that a Parish Plan should be adopted for the 
Parish, then the next stage would be to form a steering group that is likely 
to include Parish Councillors, local residents, local business owners, 
representatives from the church, representatives from the school and  
youth representatives. It is important that the steering group represents a 
range of skills and experience. The steering group will lead on the creation 
of the Parish Plan and the community will be consulted at various stages 
during the process, until the Plan is eventually adopted by the community. 

More information will follow on the public event that will take place in the 
summer. 

If you would be interested in joining the group or having your opinion 
considered, then please contact the Parish Clerk. 

clerk@cotford-st-luke.org.uk 

Aim for Less Litter 

Recently about 20 residents met on a Saturday morning to pick up litter 
from around the village and tidy up the planting around the community 
centre.  This is the third year a Litter Pick has been organised under the 
Keep Britain Tidy campaign. It was also very encouraging to see the 
number of children enthusiastically joining the litter pick.  

Somewhat to our surprise, we only collected four bags of litter - less than 
a quarter of previous years.  Could it be that the message is getting 
through, and people are taking their litter home? The optimists in the 
group certainly hope so.  Others, being more pragmatic, pointed out that a 
few residents already litter pick regularly in areas near their home, and we 



know that students from Green Days adult care centre regularly tidy up 
the village green.  Huge thanks to everyone who does their bit.    

There is still room for improvement - particularly near the shop and 
playing field - even though there are plenty of rubbish bins available in 
those areas.  Also, a windy Thursday always makes things worse as we 
have to chase our recycling down the road!  But things are definitely 
looking better.  Now if only people who drive through the village and 
dump their fast-food packaging could be persuaded to take it home with 
them...  

 

 

School Report from Nick Gilding (Headmaster) 

Thank you to the Parish Council for inviting me to share some news from 
school.  For those unfortunate parents who already hear more than 
enough from me, I shall try to keep it brief! 

While I am thanking the council, we are very grateful for the donation of 
three laptops which will be used to enhance the learning of pupils here in 
school.  I very much hope that we do not find ourselves in another 



lockdown but these devices would certainly come in very useful in that 
case as well. 

We are also looking forward to working with the council on a project to 
make and distribute bird and bat boxes around the village.  It is very 
exciting to be part of a project that forges stronger links with the 
community and will be great for our pupils to see how their efforts can 
contribute. 

Like many people, we are looking forward to getting life back to normal, 
with restrictions lifting.  Our pupils and families, as well as our staff team, 
have had to cope with a huge amount of disruption in the past 15 months 
or so.  Although this has had an impact on some aspects of development 
and learning, I know I speak for all our staff when I praise the resilience, 
joy, helpfulness and enthusiasm of our pupils as they settled back into 
school.  This term, it has been a particular pleasure to see children able to 
participate in clubs such as: dodgeball, cricket, rounders, gardening and 
football.  We are very much looking forward to providing more clubs in the 
weeks and months ahead, together with more educational visits when 
possible.  I know that our Year 6 pupils can’t wait to go on their residential 
trip to PGL in Torquay later in the term.  Our younger pupils will soon be 
walking up to visit our farming governor Richard Payne at Manor Farm in 
Heathfield.  As well as finding out about how crops are grown, cared-for 
and harvested, I am sure they will come back with a healthy appreciation 
of how to look after our countryside. 

Some of our larger events have been altered or cancelled – sadly, we will 
not be hosting a fete this year and our sports day, like the Olympics (but 
better) will be missing spectators this year.  Despite the challenging 
circumstances, our PTA have been wonderfully active and creative in 
organising events to raise money and provide the chance for our families 
and community to come together.  Online versions of events such as 



bingo, a quiz and even a virtual disco have been very popular and great 
fun.  Thank you to all involved in organising these events – it means a huge 
amount to people to be able to get together, even if via the dreaded 
video-link. 

Many in Cotford will have met Rev Clarissa, who took up her role here in 
the village during all these tricky times.  We have been delighted to 
welcome Clarissa to school and hope that we can continue to develop 
good links with the church as well as the parish council in the months and 
years ahead.  The Cotford St Luke Community Association are also very 
active and it is great news that groups and organisations are beginning to 
book events in both St Luke’s Centre and the Community Hall.  The large 
school hall will also be available soon – great news for badminton fans, I’m 
sure. 

School Crossing 
The Parish Council has been asked to consider installing a pedestrian 
crossing at or near the school. Such a project would involve not only the 
Parish Council but also the County Council highways department. 

There is a feasibility study being carried out that will consider what 
pedestrian and vehicle controls would be appropriate, where a crossing 
might be located, and the costs involved. 

Watch this space. 

Problems caused by inconsiderate Parking 

There is an increasing problem of inconsiderate parking on the roads in 
the village. The main concern being that, in some cases, the way vehicles 
have been parked make it difficult for emergency vehicles (particularly 
large fire trucks) to negotiate at a critical time. 



The Police are actively ticketing parking offenders for parking across a 
drop kerb, being too close to a road junction, obscuring the driver’s view 
of the road – to name but a few of the offences. 

But by far the biggest worry is about blocking access for emergency 
vehicles when time could be crucial – perhaps even a matter of life and 
death. 

So please, be aware of others when you park in the road. 

Responsible Dog Ownership 
 There are eight dog waste bins in Cotford St Luke – Please use 

them. 
 Dog waste that is not picked up causes one hundred cases of 

toxocariasis every year. This can result in flu-like symptoms, 
nausea, asthma, pneumonia and even blindness for human beings. 
Don’t let it happen in our village. 

 Dogs are legally required to be micro-chipped and wear a collar 
with a tag bearing the name and address of the owner when in a 
public place. 

 Please keep your dog on a lead when there are farm animals 
nearby – the close proximity of a dog can cause sheep to miscarry. 

 
 
 You must be always in control of 
your dog. No matter what size or 
how friendly your dog may be, 
please be aware that not all people 
are comfortable with the proximity 
of a dog. 



St. Luke’s Centre - A message from Reverend 
Clarissa 
We have been so excited to welcome people back to St Luke's Centre for 
church services, with our first Holy communion held on the day of 
Pentecost, a particularly important celebration in the life of the church.   

The hub cafe is also back up and running, opening every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 9am to noon.  You will be so warmly 
welcomed to pop in for delicious cakes, toasties, drinks, and most of all a 
friendly and caring team. 

The pandemic has been such a difficult time for many. I would like to give 
a special mention to the youth in the village who at first took out their 
boredom and frustration with inappropriate noise and made a bit of a 
mess in the front of the centre. After meeting and listening to them, we 
decided to offer them the space, with activities such as, table tennis, 
football table and music to hang out. Of course, a bite to eat is always 
welcomed, so pizza and nibbles were added to the mix. This has been 
highly successful, and we are so grateful for the assistance of willing and 
kind volunteers, giving their time and donating cakes and hot chocolate. 
We are now open from 6-8pm on Thursday for school years 4-6 and Friday 
between 6-8pm for years 7-9. 

The church is also raising money to fund a qualified youth worker to work 
with all the young people in the village. Donations have been very 
generous, and we are hoping this initiative can go ahead soon. Anyone 
wishing to contribute to the ongoing costs, which would be gratefully 
received, can contact Clarissa via the Deane Vale Churches website or call 
07956 784 088. 

 



News from The Chapel 
Here, at The Chapel, we have loved being back open to serve you all again. 
We reopened on the 18th May and are open all day, every day from 
Tuesday - Saturday. Thanks so much to all of you who supported our 
takeaway and delivery services throughout each lock down. As a small 
business we are proud to have survived the pandemic along with our 
awesome team, all of whom live in our lovely village.  

In the last few months, we've also been crazy enough to take over at The 
Kings Arms, Taunton and The Lethbridge Arms, Bishops Lydeard. We still 
have our fabulous sweet shop, FizzyWhizzyWoo in The Orchard Centre so 
we're bound to catch up with you all somewhere. Can't wait to see 
you.  #SupportLocal. Craig & Sarah x  

Questionnaire 

Included in this newsletter is a questionnaire. The Parish Council has 
limited resources and finances to work with and needs to give careful 
consideration as to where that money is spent. 

As a villager you have an opportunity to have your say as to which projects 
are important to you. Simply fill out the questionnaire and return it to us 
so that we can take your opinions into consideration when managing the 
Parish affairs. 

Recreation Projects 

 Outdoor Table Tennis – the purchase and installation of an 
outdoor, all-weather table tennis table likely constructed from 
concrete. 

 Skate Park – design and installation of a skate park complex 
similar to (but significantly smaller than) Victoria Skate Park in 
Bath. 



 Cycle Safety Learning Track – a miniature road system for cycle 
safety education. 

 MUGA Floodlights – installation of floodlights to facilitate evening 
use of both the MUGA and tennis court. 

 Nature Trail – creation of a nature trail with interpretive panels 
through the village and surrounding flood meadows. 

 History Trail – creation of a history walk around the village with 
interpretive panels showing views of Cotford in past times. 

 All-Weather Track/Path around Recreation Ground perimeter. 
 Outdoor Fitness Trail – a series of outdoor fitness stations. 

 

Environment Projects 

 Community Garden – a designated garden area that is created 
and maintained by residents through the formation of a gardening 
club. 

 Wildflower Meadow Planting – There are areas through the 
village and on the flood meadows that would benefit from such 
planting both visually and environmentally. 

 Memorial Garden – the creation of a memorial garden on the site 
of the old hospital cemetery, a place of peace and contemplation 
with exceptional views across the surrounding countryside. 

 Planting of more trees. 
 Welcome Signs at the entrance to the village. 

Infrastructure Projects 

 More litter bins and poo bins – in the hope that they get more 
usage. 

 More Benches – located around the recreation ground and other 
points in the village. 

 More Bus Shelters – for users of public transport. 



 Pedestrian Crossing at the School – there is concern for child 
safety at the school and some form of traffic/pedestrian control 
system is the subject of an independent feasibility study. 

 Speed Control Signs – to supplement the other forms of speed 
control through the village (pinch points and speed bumps) to 
encourage road users to slow down. 

 Hard surface path between Bethell Mead and Burge Crescent 
recreation area. This is a popular route for schoolchildren and 
families with buggies. However, it is also a route that gets very 
wet and muddy during bad weather. 

 

**When you have completed the questionnaire on the next page 
tear it out and drop it off in the box at St Luke’s Centre or at the 
Community Centre 

You can scan/photograph your completed questionnaire and email 
to cllrlisadavies@cotford-st-luke.org.uk  

The Questionnaire is also available in PDF format on the Parish 
Council website. 

 

 

 

 

  



Questionnaire 
PROJECT STRONGLY

AGREE 
SOMEWHAT 

AGREE 
SOMEWHAT 

DISAGREE 
STRONGLY 
DISAGREE 

Outdoor Table 
Tennis 

    

Skate Park     

Cycle Safety Learning 
Track 

    

MUGA Floodlights     

Nature Trail     

History Trail     

All-Weather 
Track/Path 

    

Outdoor Fitness Trail     

Community Garden     

Wildflower Meadow 
Planting 

    

Memorial Garden     

Tree Planting     

Welcome Signs     

More litter bins and 
poo bins 

    

More Seats/Benches     

More Bus Shelters     

Crazy Golf     

Speed Control Signs     

Hard surface path     
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